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some food. He leaves and a woman water-seller appears. She is even
poorer than the other water-seller, and she too enters the city on her
daily round. The prince also leaves the scene. In the next scene, the
prince is shown meeting the ministers of the kingdom, who tell him
that hts father the king is dead, and the country has been anxiously
awaiting his return. He is crowned king. At midday, the two water-
sellers meet outside the city gates after their rounds, and they fall in
love and decide to marry. The woman is anxious that the marriage
should be celebrated properly, and wants the man to bring his dowry
of a silver halfpenny and join it with hers, which also consists of a
silver halfpenny. The man has hidden his in a crack in the wall on the
other side of the city, and towards his hiding place he joyfully runs at
full speed. The new king is looking out of a windowy of his palace, and
sees the man running joyfully, heedless of the burning sun and the
hot pavements of the street. The king wants to know the cause of
this strange behaviour, and summons the man before him. The man
tells him the reason. The king likes him and gives him a silver half-
penny, requesting him not to brave further the intense heat of the
day. The man accepts the gift in great joy, but begs to be allowed to
fetch his own coin. The king gives him a hundred coins, a thousand,
a million, but still the man wishes to go and fetch the hidden coin,
for he thinks that the small coin is more valuable than any other
property on earth, as he has earned it by his own labour. The man's
character wins the love and admiration of the king, \vho therefore wishes
to give him half the kingdom and make him the crown prince. To this
desire on the part of the king, the ministers give their assent, and the
water-seller becomes crown prince. He orders his officials to fetch the
woman water-seller, who is waiting at the city gates. He then goes in
state to the other side of the city and brings his half-penny back in
triumph. In the evening, the king wants to go and rest in his
forest-garden, tired after the events of the day, and he requests the
crown prince and princess to accompany him. They arrive at the garden.
The princess goes to another part of the garden with the ladies to
play among the flowers, and the king dismisses his courtiers and goes to
sleep on the crown prince's lap. As the king sleeps, the water-seller
decides to kill him and seize the throne. But he remembers and
realizes his duty and his grounds for gratitude to the king. His greed
and his sense of gratitude struggle, and in the end the good side of his
character prevails. The king wakes up, and to him the crown prince
confesses the truth, expecting swift punishment. But instead, the